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recent discussion between the trustees of 
Smith college and the Forbes library. 

The election of officers of the Section for 
the ensuing year resulted as follows: 



Chairman, A. S. Root, librarian, Oberlin 
College; Secretary, Miss Irene Warren, li- 
brarian, School of education, University of 
Chicago. 
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FIRST SESSION 

Saturday evening, July 2. 

The sessions of the Children's librarians' 
section were presided over by Miss May 
Massee, of the Buffalo public library. The 
first session was opened with a symposium 
on books about children, and the following 
books were discussed: 

E. K. S. Key, "Century of the child."— 
Mrs. Henry L. Elmendorf. 

B. B. Lindsey & H. O'Higgins. "The 
beast." — Dr. Arthur E. Bostwick. 

John Spargo. "The bitter cry of the 
children." — Miss Linda A. Eastman. 

Jane Addams. "The spirit of youth and 
the city streets." — Mr. Henry E. Legler. 

K. L. L. Bosher. "Mary Cary." — Miss 
Lutie E. Stearns. 

R. R. Reeder. "How two hundred child- 
ren live and learn." — Miss Caroline Web- 
ster. 

Jacob A. Riis. "The peril and preserva- 
tion of the home." — Miss Esther Straus. 

H. G. Parsons. "Children's gardens." — 
Miss Elva L. Bascom. 

G. S. Lee. "The child and his book."— 
Miss May Massee. 

The session closed with a short discus- 
sion on intermediate work, led by Miss 
Mary Douglas, of the St. Louis public 
library. Miss Dousman, of Milwaukee, Miss 
Straus, of Cincinnati, Miss Zachert and 
Miss Plexner, of Louisville, Mr. McKillop, 
of Milwaukee, and Miss Massee, of Buffalo, 
took part in the discussion, in which the 
results of what had been done in several 
large libraries were presented, and the 
necessity was shown for a closer study of 
the needs of the older children with a view 
to meeting them adequately. One con- 
ception of an intermediate department was 
described as an accessible and attractive 
corner or room, provided with an specially 



selected collection of books, with an as- 
sistant in charge peculiarly fitted to work 
with older boys and girls, and one who was 
familiar with both the children's and adult 
departments. Others felt that there should 
be no separate collection of books, but that 
more personal aid in selection should be 
given the younger readers in the adult de- 
partment. A proposed method of marking 
certain books in an open shelf collection to 
facilitate the finding of an "intermediate" 
book was described by Miss Massee, and a 
somewhat similar method successfully 
practised in the Louisville public library 
was mentioned by Miss Flexner. The dis- 
cussion closed with recommendations for 
further consideration of the subject at 
future meetings. 

SECOND SESSION 

A short business meeting was held on 
Monday, July 4, at 2:30 p. m. when Miss 
Massee was in the chair, and there were 
twenty-six members present. In the ab- 
sence of Miss Clara W. Herbert, Washing- 
ton, Miss Mary Douglas, St. Louis, acted 
as Secretary. After the reading of the 
Minutes, the following officers were elected 
for the ensuing year: Chairman, Miss 
Faith E. Smith, Chicago; Secretary, Miss 
Mary Douglas, St. Louis. Miss Olcott 
moved that a committee of one be ap- 
pointed by the Chair to investigate the or- 
ganization of other sections to see if an 
Executive board were necessary, and to 
provide for a succession in office. The mo- 
tion being carried, the Chairman appointed 
Miss Esther Straus, of Cincinnati. The 
business meeting adjourned for an infor- 
mal round table discussion of questions of 
interest to children's librarians. 

MARY DOUGLAS, 
Acting Secretary. 



